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undaunted spirit; they were one in their absolute
devotion to the young chief who had taught them to
triumph over every obstacle, and one in their heroic
endurance of hardship and privation. "When the rice
began to fail the sepoys begged that the grain might
be reserved for their European comrades, and that
they might be given only the water in which it was
boiled. Military history, full as it is of noble acts of
heroism, records no more touching instance of self-
devotion.
On the evening of the 26th Kilpatrick marched into
Arcot with the long-expected reinforcements, and on
the 30th Olive took the field with two hundred Euro-
peans, seven hundred sepoys, and one thousand Mahratta
horse. After receiving the submission of Timeri, and
making a demonstration towards Vellore, he inarched
on Arni, and on December 14th defeated Bezza Sahib
and a force of five thousand men, including three
hundred Europeans who had recently arrived from
Pondicherry. The victory, which was greatly due to
the skilful use made by Clive of his artillery, was com-
plete ; the enemy retired in disorder, and much booty
fell into the hands of the victors. The effect produced
by this first success of the English in the open field "was
instantaneous; six hundred trained sepoys passed over
with their arms, and were enrolled in the British force;
and many of the small local chiefs submitted to Ma-
homed Ali. The force of Rezza Sahib having thus
been dispersed, Clive determined to reduce the great
pagoda of Conjeveram, on the line of communication
between Madras and Arcot, which was still occupied by
the French. The commandant held out until the walls